‘Together we aspire, together we achieve.

Mission Statement
We aim for all members of the Golden Grove community to live with positive
values and behaviours, and have the aspiration, confidence and skills to become
informed and creative citizens of Wales and the World.




Golden Grove Community School is a school where individuals are valued and helped to achieve
their personal best. Children are supported in becoming confident and independent young
people, who thrive on challenge, and are motivated to learn. All schools have their own
distinctive ‘feel” which makes each one unique. We believe that the ‘special feel” at Golden Grove
is to do with our caring and friendly atmosphere.

| am extremely proud to lead a team that is committed to achieving high standards and providing
the very best opportunities for the children in our care. Staff, supported by governors, work hard
to deliver a rich and challenging curriculum; to prepare children for future education; and to help
them acquire the skills and enthusiasm needed to embrace the opportunities, responsibilities
and experiences of later life.

The excellent start begins in Nursery and continues through the school with staff providing a
happy, supportive and purposeful environment, and a curriculum that excites and stimulates
children’s imaginations and creative thinking. Frequent trips and visits, community activities and
a wide range of after-school clubs further add to the opportunities available to children.



Ysgol Gelli Aur/Golden Grove Community School is a designated bilingual primary school, category DS (dual stream), catering mainly for children
from the town of Pembroke and outlying districts. Due to its bilingual nature, children from further afield attend the school in order to access
Welsh Medium Education. Although the school is currently dual stream, a new Welsh School is planned for the near future in Pembroke with the
children from our Welsh Stream moving over to it.

The New Curriculum sets out expectations or all pupils to develop as ambitious, capable and confident learners who can communicate effectively

using Welsh and English. At Ysgol Gelli Aur/ Golden Grove School, we strive to develop and promote the Welsh Language through a variety of
contexts.

At present, there are four 15t Language Welsh Classes at Gelli Aur, spanning both key stages. In the Foundation Phase, the children are totally
immersed in Welsh from the start and this is the dominant language for the younger children. English is introduced as they enter Key Stage
2. The written form of the language is introduced gradually as the children become more confident and more mature.

Welsh is also taught as a second language in the English Stream where staff and pupils are encouraged to use Welsh as part of their everyday

language in school. We aim to develop the use of the language and to provide a relevant context for the teaching of it. Children are also
encouraged to be proud of their Welsh heritage and to respect the cultural identity of all children in school.

Our Criw Cymraeg play a vital role in the development of Welsh....ethos....

Siarter laith (Welsh Language Charter) is a national framework for schools to increase learners’ use of Welsh and develop their confidence in the

language. It supports opportunities for learners to speak Welsh in a variety of contexts and embed their use of Welsh language patterns from an
early age.

Bilingualism



Create a safe, happy and engaging environment for all.

Promote equality, opportunity and respect for everyone, irrespective of belief, race and gender.
Work closely with parents and carers.

Develop an appreciation of the heritage and history of Pembroke, Pembrokeshire and Wales.
Develop bilingualism, using the language throughout the day.

Develop the new Curriculum for Wales which is driven by the Four Core Purposes.

Develop children’s love of learning — creating lifelong, ambitious and independent learners.
Encourage each child to reach their full potential and be the best thy can be.

Use every opportunity to develop the skills of Numeracy, Literacy and Digital Competency,
enabling each child to experience achievement at all levels.

Develop imagination and creativity by offering a wide range of authentic learning experiences.
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There is a new curriculum, made in Wales by teachers, partners, practitioners, and businesses and
shaped by the best ideas from around the World.

The national curriculum was first introduced in 1988 before on-line shopping, Google and the Cloud.
Now, the world of work is different, technology is different and society is constantly changing.

The curriculum must prepare young people to develop higher standards of literacy and numeracy,
to become more digitally and bilingually competent, and to be confident, capable and
compassionate citizens — citizens of Wales and citizens of the world.

It aims to prepare children to thrive in a future where digital skills, adaptability and creativity are
crucial, and that is rooted in Welsh values and culture.

New Curriculum



The statements of what matters:
Our curriculum will provide opportunities and experiences to develop the key concepts,
knowledge and skills as described in the statements of what matters.

The curriculum framework includes the six areas of learning and experience (AoLEs)
* Languages, Literacy & Communication

 Mathematics and Numeracy

 Science and Technology

* Humanities

 Health & Well-being

* Expressive Arts

Alongside these six areas, teachers will plan for cross-curricular opportunities and
experiences, including Literacy, Numeracy and Digital Competence.

We will teach all learners about Religion, Values and Ethics (RVE) and Relationship and
Sexuality education (RSE) in a consistent and developmentally appropriate way.



Cross curricular skills

Our curriculum will develop the mandatory cross-curricular skills of literacy, numeracy and
digital competence. Our curriculum will enable learners to develop competence and
capability in these skills and to extend and apply them across all Areas.

Learners will be given opportunities across the curriculum to:

e develop listening, reading, speaking and writing skills

* be able to use numbers and solve problems in real-life situations

* be confident users of a range of technologies to help them function and communicate
effectively and make sense of the world

Cross-curricular links



Digital competence refers to the development of skills and knowledge in the use of modern technology
and systems. It’s more necessary for today’s young learners to be confident and aware of the digital
world. These developed skills will be essential and transferable to the children’s future as well as their
work life.

Digital approaches to their school work can enhance children’s learning by, for example, creating a chart
or graph to strengthen their mathematical and numeracy knowledge. As the children progress and
develop their skills, they will be able to use more complex processes, techniques and systems to
problem-solve, show research or present data.

The DCF area of learning will greatly develop safe behaviour in the digital and online world. It also helps
to point out the impact of daily use of the technology on health and wellbeing, especially on mental and
emotional health.

Technology is always developing and changing, so it's just as important for our school and its children to
keep up with the current digital landscape. What children are using, how it's accessed and its impact.
Covering these topics in supervised school settings will help children to discover the digital landscape and
how it can work for them, as well as developing the skills to be a responsible digital citizen.

Digital Competence

@/



Numeracy Literacy

Numeracy across the curriculum is at the Literacy skills are developed through all
core of our planning. We provide pupils areas of learning and experience.

with authentic and engaging learning Literacy helps learners to become healthy,
opportunities which enable them to apply confident individuals, ready to lead

their mathematical skills independently fulfilling lives as valued members of society
and purposefully. as the skills promoted through languages,

literacy and communication are key to
enabling learners to express themselves
effectively, to be open to other people’s
points of view and to develop positive
relationships.

Literacy and Numeracy Framework



12 Pedagogical Principles:
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The four purposes are the starting
point and aspiration for our
school curriculum design. Our
school aims to support our
learners to become:

e ambitious, capable learners,

ready to learn throughout their

lives - 4

* enterprising, creative
contributors, ready to play a
full part in life and work -

* ethical, informed citizens of
Wales and the world

* healthy, confident individuals,
ready to lead fulfilling lives as
valued members of society

These 4 key components which -

underpin our curriculum design

and pedagogy.

#
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Ambitious, capable learners who:

+ 52t themselves high standards and seek and enjoy challengs;

+ are building up a body of knowledge and have the skills to connect and apply

that knowdedge in different contexts;

are questioning and enjoy solving problems;

*+ @@n communicate effectively in different forms and settings, using both Welsh
and English;

* can explain the ideas and concepts they are leaming about; #
can use number effectively in different contexts;
understand how to interpret data and apply mathematical concepts;
+ use digital technologies creatively to communicate, find and analyse
information;
* undertake research and evaluate critically what they find and are
raady to learn throughout thair lives,

-

-

Healthy, confident individuals who:

* have secure values and are establishing their spiritual and ethical beliefs;

+ are building their mental and emational well-being by developing confidence,
resilience and empathy;

* apply kmowledge about the impsact of diet and exercise on physical and mental
hiealth in their daily lives;

* know how to find the information and support to keep safe and take part in

physical activity; ‘Q\
* take measured decisions about lifestyle and manage risk; / -{
* hawe the confidence to participate in performance; -é/

* form positive relationships based upon trust and mutual respect -face and ]
overcome challenge;

+ have the skills and knowledge to manage everyday life as independently as they
can;

* and are ready to lead Tulfilling lives as valued members of society.

The Four Purposes

Purposes

Enterprising, creative contributors who:

* connect and apply their knowledge and skills to create ideas and products;

+ think creatively to reframe and solve problems;

* identify and grasp opportunities;

+ take measured risks;

+ lead and play different roles in teams effectively and responsibly;

+ express ideas and emotions through different media;

+ give of their energy and skills 50 that other people will benefit and are ready

to play & full part in life and work,
/:

Ethical, informed citizens who:
* find, evaluate and use evidence in forming views;
engage with contemporary issues based upon their knowledge and values;
+ understand and exercise their human and democratic responsibilities and
rights;
+ understand and consider the impact of their actions when making choices
and acting;
are knowledgeable about their culture, community, society and the world,
now and in the past;
* respect the neseds and rights of others, as a member of a diverse sodety;
* show their commitment to the sustainability of the planet and are ready 1o be

citizens of Wales and the warld, @
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Our curriculum will support learning through designing learning opportunities that draw upon the pedagogical
principles.

Our curriculum, supported by effective teaching and learning, enables learners to make meaningful progress. Over time
our learners will develop and improve their skills and knowledge. Assessment will be embedded as an intrinsic part of
learning and teaching, with practitioners working with learners to help identify their strengths, areas for development
and next steps in learning. The overarching purpose of assessment is to support every learner to make progress. When
planning and delivering learning experiences, there are three main roles played by assessment in supporting learner
progression.

Supporting individual learners on an ongoing, day to day basis - Assessment should focus on identifying each individual
learner’s strengths, achievements, areas for improvement and, if relevant, any barriers to learning.

Identifying, capturing and reflecting on individual learner progress over time - Assessment should support practitioners
in identifying the progress being made by an individual learner, recording this where appropriate, to understand their
journey over different periods of time and in a variety of ways, in order to ensure there is progression.

Understanding group progress in order to reflect on practice - Assessment should also enable practitioners and leaders
within the school to understand whether different groups of learners are making expected progress. This should be used
to identify strengths and areas for improvement in both the school curriculum and daily practice, including consideration
of how the needs of learners as individuals have been met.

L earning, Progression and Assessment



Languages, Literacy & Communication

Learning about identity and culture through languages prepares us to be citizens of Wales Culture & Identity

and the world

Learners who listen and read effectively are prepared to learn throughout their lives. Listening & Reading
Learners who speak and write effectively are prepared to play a full part in life and work. Speaking & Writing
Literature fires imagination and inspires creativity. Imagination & Creativity

Mathematics and Numeracy

-

The number system is used to represent and compare relationships between numbers and | Number

quantities

Algebra uses symbol systems to express the structures of relationships between numbers, | Algebra

quantities and relations

Geometry focuses on relationships involving properties of shape, space and position, and Geometry &
measurement focuses on quantifying phenomena in the physical world Measurement

Statistics represent data, probability models chance, and both support informed inferences | Statistics & Data
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and decisions

What Matter Statements




Science & Technology

Being curious and searching for answers helps further our understanding of the natural
world and helps society progress.

Curiosity & inguiry

Design thinking and engineering are technical and creative endeavours intended to meet
csociety’'s needs and wants

Design, thinking &
ENginesring

The world around us is full of living things which depend on each other for survival

Living things

Understanding the atomic nature of matter and how it shapes the world

Properties of Materials

Forces and energy determine the structure and dynamics of the universe

Forces & energy

Computation applies algorithms to data in order to solve real-world problems

ICT/Computation

Humanities

Developing an enquiring mind enables learners to explore and investigate the world, past,
present and future, for themselves.

Enguiry & discovery

Events and human experiences are complex, and are perceived, interpreted and
represented in different ways

Interpretations &
Ferceptions

Our natural world is diverse and dynamic, influenced by physical processes and human

actions

Matural World

Human societies are complex and diverse, and shaped by human actions and beliefs

Identity, actions & beliefs

Informed, self-aware citizens engage with the challenges and opportunities that face
humanity, and are able to take considered, ethical and sustainable action.

Sustainability & Global
Citizenship




Expressive Arts

W Exploration and
M Exploration through and of the Expressive Arts deepens our artistic knowledge and understanding
contributes to our understanding of identities, cultures and societies.

Responding and reflecting, both as artist and audience, is a fundamental part of learning Responding and reflecting

about and through the Expressive Arts.

Creative work combines knowledge and skills using the senses, inspiration and imagination | Creating
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Health & Well-being

Developing physical health and well-being has lifelong benefits Physical health

How we process and respond to our experiences affects our mental health and emotional Mental health & Feelings

well-being.

Our decision-making impacts on the quality of our lives and the lives of others Making choices

How we engage with different social influences shapes who we are and our health | Social
and well-being

Healthy relationships are fundamental to our sense of belonging and well-being Relationships
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Progression is signalled through progression steps at five points on the continuum of learning

Progression Step 1 Progression Step 2 Progression Step 3 Progression Step 4 Progression Step 5
Age 5 Age 8 Age 11 Age 14 Age 16




A Bubble Learning Task is a focus activity with a teacher or a teaching assistant. During this focus activity, children will
be gaining a knowledge and understanding of particular skills through discrete teaching. The bubbles will be
differentiated. When a teacher is working in a bubble, the rest of the class try hard not to burst that bubble. This
teaches children to be resilient and resourceful. If they need help: they can use prompts that have been provided, they
can work with a partner or they can work as a team. Here are some examples of bubbles at Golden Grove.

Puffin Pod - Following the story Dragon Pod - This was a Science

Bore da Cadi - pupils drew a picture based task exploring vegetables and

of Cadi the cat using Jit-Paint. A' ! seeds. The children discussed the

Following on from this as an ¢ i elements needed for growth,

extension activity, they also created i LI O A compared the seeds to what the

a Pictogram on ‘People who help us i» :; "" - '  vegetable looks like and discussed the @&’

in the Community". oo HDD o ) different stages of growth before 4
planting.

Castle Pod — From ‘The Lost Happy
Endings’ by Carol Ann Duffy, pupils had
to write a persuasive letter to persuade
the witch to give back the happy
endings. After writing their letter pupils
edited their work and typed up their
letters. ol g

Oak Pod - Children read through
the story 'The Promise' and they
wrote a personification poem
using concrete and abstract nouns
seen in different pictures within
the story.

Bubble Learning Tasks



Lightbulb Learning/ Ditectif Dysgu are activities that the children access independently. Valuable time has been
invested in our staff for them to attend training courses to gain a deeper understanding of these independent
challenges. The expectation during these activities is that children work independently, take their time and complete
their work to a high standard — gaining mastery on the skills that they have been working on in their Bubble Tasks.

Puffin Pod - Pupils worked on Dragon Pod - This was an Expressive Arts
ordering the number on the houses based activity. The children designed their
that Cadi the Cat visited own 'Wild Thing' during a focused session.
independently. This was then followed up with a LBL task in

which they replicated their design using a
medium of their choice.

Castle Pod - pupils watched a Oak Pod - The children independently

Viking battle dance and had to created a silent movie using success criteria

recreate it with a partner before set by the class. In groups, the children

performing their dance in front of planned, filmed and edited their movies

an audience. before showcasing them to other children
during an awards ceremony - The Golden
Groves.

Lightbulb Learning/ Ditectif Dysgu
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The emotional health and well-being of our pupils is
central to all at Golden Grove. We have a whole school High Level Support
approach with EHWB being central to our daily practice,
and pedagogy being explicitly taught and planned for
through direct teaching tasks and independent learning
challenges.

We know that positive well-being is central to learning
and lifelong success and that anyone can experience
challenges along their journey. Therefore, we have

Targeted Support

bespoke, increasing and tailored support to suit children e B LT R D e

and families, When nGEded. Designated safe adults -attachment figures  ELSA Supportx7
TAF  Plant Dewi Parent Partmnership Sandy Bears Counselling

ALN - Our Inclusive Curriculum Primary School Councellor GP  Plant Dewi TAPPAS

Universal Provisions

Our curriculum will raise the aspirations for all our

groups of learners. As a school, we have considered how
all learners will be supported to realise the four purposes
and to progress. We have considered our ALN provision et LU UM S o S U S

and how we will meet the needs of different groups of Pupil WellbsingQuestionnalre  RestorativePractice  WeeklyWelbeingBusTrips  Music 4 All
learners. 20 Things Before You Leave GG Challenge

Daily checkine RSE Pupll power/voice group Empathy Project
Transition support  Outstanding Healthy Schoal Award indfulness Toaolkit
Whaole school Approach  Period Poverty Packs  School Murse Forest Schools Approach

Emotional Health and Well-being




Our school curriculum embraces the guidance in the RSE Code. Our RSE provision

will have a positive and empowering role in our learners’ education and will play a vital
role in supporting them to realise the four purposes as part of a whole-school
approach. Helping learners to form and maintain a range of relationships, all based on
mutual trust and respect, is the foundation of RSE. These relationships are critical to the
development of emotional well-being, resilience and empathy.

Relationships and Sexuality Education (RSE) will be mandatory from 2022 and is
considered as part of the Health and Well-Being Area of Learning, as well as being a cross
cutting theme across all learning.




At Golden Grove School, we are
committed to ensuring equity of
education and opportunity for all
pupils, staff, parents and carers
receiving services from the school,
irrespective of disability, race,
gender, age, sexual orientation,
religion or belief, gender
reassignment, pregnancy &
maternity, marriage and civil
partnership. We aim to develop a
culture of inclusion and diversity in
which all those connected to the
school feel proud of their identity Q Q

and able to participate fully in E UALITY E U ITY
school life.

Equal Opportunities




We saw the obvious relevance of Empathy Lab’s programme to the new Curriculum for Wales and for us as a school. Its vision is
driven by Four Purposes, one of which states, ‘All our...young people will be healthy, confident individuals who are building their
mental and emotional wellbeing by developing confidence, resilience and empathy.' The new curriculum is organised into six
Areas of Learning Experience (AoLE). Empathy is referenced in five of these. Particularly relevant is the statement: ‘literature
has significant potential to support learners’ empathy, mental health and emotional well-being'. The curriculum’s cross-cutting
theme of diversity highlights ‘being aware of the characteristics of others and treating others with compassion, empathy,
understanding and equity, regardless of those characteristics’.

AT . : ~

Pupils from Golden Grove School
with their Empathy Resolutions on
10 June 2021, Empathy Day.

Empathy Lab’s previous work has found that a systematic empathy focus helps increase
pupils” enjoyment of reading, which research shows is a vital factor in both their literacy
progress and life outcomes. A few factors come into play:

e An emphasis on characters and feelings increases pupils’ emotional connection with the
text

e With empathy in mind, teachers aim to understand children’s reading experiences and
preferences as part of a wider emphasis on empathy towards the whole child

e The programme uses fun, creative activities to engage a broad range of pupils

e A focus on books that inspire child-led social action. Themes such as refugees or empathy
for the earth helps children see a purpose to their reading

e Teachers are supported to increase their confidence in choosing suitable books, using
Empathy Lab’s criteria for empathy-rich texts.

Empathy Lab



Religion, values and ethics (RVE) is a statutory requirement of the Curriculum

for Wales and is mandatory for all learners from ages 3 to 16.

There is no parental right to request that a child is withdrawn from RVE in

the Curriculum for Wales

As RVE is a locally determined subject, the agreed syllabus specifies what should be
taught in RVE within the local authority and our curriculum will reflect this guidance.

The school has recently bought into the ‘Discovery RE’ scheme as we felt this was the
perfect fit for our school. The Discovery RE scheme contains detailed plans for
children from Nursery to Year 6, covering Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam,
Judaism and Sikhism. An owl crew has been established to hold assemblies on
different religious ceremonies and festivals that take place throughout the year, to
create a whole school understanding of world religion and beliefs and to encourage
all pupils to see links with real world events. The aim is to explore and reflect on a
variety of religions and beliefs through “Big Questions” and to provide children with
opportunities to engage in age-appropriate religious stories and daily worships.



Our curriculum aims to provide all pupils with the opportunity
to access Music in a range of forms. All pupils are taught
musical skills through an online resource within their
classroom where they can listen and respond to different
genres of music. Regular opportunities for performing are also
planned for.

Peripatetic teachers help to provide additional experiences for
learners.

Mrs Whitehurst: String/ Woodwind (individual lessons)

Mrs Mathias: Ukulele/ percussion (class groups: all pupils)

Mrs Edwards-Clancy: Singing (whole class)

All pupils are encouraged to perform to an audience. They are
given the chance to share their skills during informal
performances in front of their peers as well as more formal
situations, including Musical Assemblies and the school’s
Summer Bonanza.




Our school curriculum will be kept under review in order to respond to the outputs of professional
inquiry, the changing needs of learners and social contexts and needs. The reviews will take into
account the views of stakeholders and will be signed off by the Governing Body. We will publish a
summary of our curriculum and revise the summary if changes to the curriculum are made during

the review process.

Review and Refinement




Our school has years of history, all of which is underpinned by a strong community ethos. This is
“Cynefin”, a Welsh word that cannot be directly translated into English but means a place of
multiple belongings. We have all heard the African proverb “it takes a village to raise a child”. As
the adult community that surrounds our children, we all have the responsibility to ensure that we
build aspirations, ambition, and positivity in our learners. It is vital that our learners’ experiences
are grounded in an understanding of their identities and their world to form their cynefin. This
will not only allow them to develop a strong sense of their own identity and well-being, but to
develop an understanding of the diversity of others’ and make connections with people, places
and histories elsewhere in Wales and across the world. We are fortunate to have a great
community of pupils, parents, staff, governors and beyond. We work together, striving to give our
children cynefin, so that they feel that they really do belong.



The physical and emotional learning environment at Golden Grove reinforces our commitment to high
standards and the drive to continually raise achievement. The learning environment is a means of
adding greater depth and breadth to pupils’ learning as well as playing an important role in supporting

the well-being of our learners. It raises self-esteem, celebrates what we do and encourages pride in
the classroom and school.

Our Learning Environment



